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EDUCATION BY RADIO GROWS UP! 
I. KEITH TYLER* 


One sign of increasing maturity is the ability not only to take 
criticism, but actually to welcome it. The very young are not 
expected to face objective appraisal. Indeed, one must be care 
ful in criticising small children. They lack confidence in them 
selves and their creative efforts may be frustrated by any lack 
of enthusiasm in the reception of their work. Not yet firmly 
rooted, they cannot weather the winds and rains of adverse 
criticism, nor are they sufhciently established to profit greatly 
from trimming and grafting. They must bask in the sunshine 
of sympathy and understanding and each little gain in ability 
must be met with praise and tribute. 


But children left forever in such a hothouse environment do not 
prosper. They exhaust the potentialities of their limited en 
vironment. They fail to achieve that toughness of intellect and 
spirit which enables them to meet the keen rivalry of the adult 
world. With no pressure exerted upon them to trim off im 
mature habits or to branch out into new and more adult 
activities, they become complacent, smug, and unpleasant, and 
are shunned by their fellows. Fortunate is the child who pro 
gressively learns to take and benefit from criticism. He recog 
nizes that he must increasingly measure up to difficult standards 
and that he will be judged ruthlessly for the contribution he 
makes to his fellows and to society. His mistakes will not be 
excused, his limitations will not be overlooked, his failures will 
be clear for all to SCC. 

Radio education has too long been a small child. Actually, it 
has reached its majority; it must grow up and come into man’s 
estate. Too long have we exclaimed and admired its successe 
and refrained from criticizing its failures. It is high time, for 
the good of the whole endeavor, that criticism and objectivity 
were welcomed and profited from 


We all recall only too vividly the childhood days when 
tempers flared at the least word of condemnation. After all, 
we were none too sure of ourselves and we feared and shunned 
the critic. Outwardly we had the braggadocio of children for 
we knew all the answers. Commercial broadcasters were cer 
tain that all educators lacked showmanship and that only a 
successful commercial broadcaster could hope to attract 


an 
audience. 


Educators, likewise, were certain that all commercial 
broadcasters wanted to reduce every program to the level of 


* Director, Evaluation of School Broadcasts Project, Ohio State University 


(Continued on page 8) 
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Script Exchange Plans 
New Radio Services 


Research into educational radio 
unknowns, technical advice on 
radio and sound equipment, and 
publication of bulletins on radio 
in education are new services 
planned by Office of Education's 
Educational Radio Service with 
$16,400 appropriation for fiscal 
year 1942. 

Two specialists are provided, first 
to run educational radio informa- 
tion service on activities in U. 5 
and other nations. Second will 
coordinate research on major prob 
lems in education by radio to cut 
down duplication, advise schools 
in using transcription equipment, 
classroom receivers and sound sys 
tems, and, in particular, help 
schools plan FM stations 

The Script Exchange plans the fol 
lowing publications: Directory of 
U. S. high schools with 16-inch, 
33-1/3 rpm transcription playback 
equipment; new list of college 
courses on radio training; guidance 
leaflet on basic information in plan 
ning educational FM station; fifth 
edition of script catalog, to include 
ilmost 1,000 scripts; catalog of 
educational recordings 


News Commentary For 
Schools 
With the co-operation of an advisory 


nittee of local educators, the Na 
il Broadcasting Company 1s com 


pleting arrangements for presenting a 
weekly commentary on the news, in 
tended especially for school use, over 
KGO, its Blue Network outlet in Sar 
Francisce Plans for this pioneering 
rogram are being worked out under 
the lirecti of Jennings Pierce, 
NBC's Pacific Coast Educational Di 
rector, and tentative arrangements have 


been made to put the quarter-hour 
robably in a Monday 
¢ The broadcast, wit 
Bob Dwan as producer, will bring t 
of outstanding 


vs events by Bill Wood, news con 
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Fifth SBC Features 


Utilization Competition 


The Fifth School Broadcast Confer- 
ence, which will be held at Chi- 
cago’s Congress Hotel, Dec. 3-5, 
will again feature a utilization con 
test similar to the one that was in- 
augurated at last year’s meeting. 
The competition brings before the 
in-service teacher outstanding ex 
amples of utilization procedures of 
other teachers who are using radio 
in the classroom. Last year’s win 
ners were edited and published ac 
cording to grade level and content 
field and were made available at 
reasonable cost. Full particulars 
of this year’s competition, includ 
ing the rules and entry blanks, may 
be secured by writing to the In 
formation Editor, Room 701, 228 
N. LaSalle St., Chicago, [linois. 


La Guardia’s Radio Clearing 
House Plan 


A plan setting up the Office of Civilian 
Defense as a clearing house for Gov- 
ernment radio programs was described 
in a letter from Mayor LaGuardia to 
the radio branches of all Federal 
agencies Although, as outlined, the 
project would take over coordinating 
and clearance of all Governmental 
broadcasts, there seems to be little in- 
dication that the major Governmental 
departments—such as Agriculture, In- 
terior, War and Navy—would relin- 
guish their established broadcast func 
tions to OCD. For more than a de- 
cade the Department of Agriculture 
has produced and presented farm pro- 
grams, and the Department of the In- 
terior for years has carried on exten 
sive educational work via radio. It was 
felt in reliable quarters that the project 
in its final form would probably 
emerge as a radio clearing house for 
only those emergency agencies identi 
fed with national defense 








educators will continue to serve in an 
capacity, bringing to the net 


work the reactions of teachers resulting 


advisory 


from actual classroom use In order 
to stimulate utilization of the program, 
a spot announcement will be put or 
the air, either the evening before or 
morning of the broadcast, giv 
the nature of the topics to be treat 
ed on the current show: teachers will 
thus have an opportunity to make ar 


rangements for radios in their rooms 
or for release of the program over 
central-address systems, as well as to 
obtain supplementary teaching a 
terials and make Jefinite plans for 


their use D. ¢ 


Hazel Kenyon Joins Staff of 
Seattle Station 


Hazel Kenyon, Director of Radio 
for Portland (Ore.) Public 
Schools, has been engaged as Di- 
rector of Education for Station 
KIRO in Seattle, Wash. Miss 
Kenyon is widely known in _na- 
tional educational and radio circles 
for her work as director of Station 
KBPS, the only school-owned sta- 
tion on the standard broadcast band 
west of the Rockies.* Programs 
produced by Miss Kenyon have re- 
ceived national recognition for ex- 
cellence by the National Council 
of Teachers of English and by the 
Institute for Education by Radio. 

In her new position Miss Kenyon 
will supervise KIRO’s comprehen- 
sive and expanding schedule of 
educational activities in coopera- 
tion with education 
officials, instructors, lay groups and 
individuals interested in education. 
Miss Kenyon is a graduate cum 
laude of the University of Wash- 
ington and a member of Phi Beta 
Kappa. Her studies include ad- 
vanced work in radio, drama and 
education at the University of Ore- 
gon, Northwestern, Columbia, 
New York University, University 
of California, and in languages at 
LaSorbonne in Paris, France. She 
is a student of Earl McGill, Doug- 
las Coulter and Murray Dwyer, 
all of the Columbia Broadcasting 
System’s New York Staff. 


schools, 


Federal Jobs With Radio 
Option Open 


The Civil Service Commission has an- 
nounced that examinations will be held 
shortly for information specialists, post 
tions paying from $2,600 to $4,600 a 
vear October 23 is the closing date 
for applications and further informa 
tion may be secured from any first or 
econd class postofhce or from the 
Civil Service Commission in Washing- 
ton, D. C. Information specialists are 
used by the Government to prepare 
radio broadcasts and national defense 
matters for publications. For the radio 
jobs, experience is required in educa- 
tional and informational radio work 


There are only two; the other is Station 
WSVS in Buffalo, N. Y., owned by the 
Board of Education and operated by the 
Seneca Vocational High School. 
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Here, there 'n’ everywhere... 


San Jose, Calif.—As a result of the re- 
quest of some sixty teachers in Santa 
Clara County, a special radio meet- 
ing of the Santa Clara County 
Teachers’ Institute will be held on 
the evening of October 16. Donald 
L. Cherry, in charge of auditory 
aids for the Sequoia (Calif.) Union 
High School, will speak on “The 
Use of Radio and Transcriptions in 
the Classroom.” Mrs. Helen Con- 
non, of the David Starr Jordan High 
School (Palo Alto), will act as chair- 
man of the meeting. 


oO oO 


Buffalo, N. Y.—-Charles T. Harrell has 
resigned as Program Director of the 
Library of Congress to become D1- 
rector of Public Service Programs 
for Station WBEN, NBC outlet in 
Buffalo. Station WBEN was one of 
the first commercial stations to set 
up an educational department, which 
was headed up until about a year 
ago by Ben H. Darrow, veteran in 
the field of educational broadcasting. 
Mr. Harrell is the originator of the 
“Hidden History” radio series (cur- 
rently on NBC) and wrote, directed 
and produced “Books and_ the 
News, a transcribed program being 
presented by more than 300 stations 
throughout the country under the 
auspices of the Library of Congress 
At one time he was associated with 
WLB, University of Minnesota 
station 


Oo O 


Minneapolis, Minn.— Eight youths on 
NYA’s Script Writing Project lo- 
cated at WLB- (University — of 
Minnesota station) have completed 
two series of programs which will be 
heard by an_ estimated classroom 
listening audience of 85,000. The 
programs written under the super- 
vision of Glen H. Smith, will be 
presented as a part of WLB's 
“Minnesota School of the Air.” 


This is the first year that the 
“Minnesota School of the Air” has 
had the advantage of a script writing 
project and other series are being 
planned for these young writers. It 
is also the intent of WLB to furnish 
these youths with opportunities for 
acting, production, announcing and 
other phases of radio work 
© 0 

Austin, Tex.—According to a recent 
study, a series of thirteen 10 minute 
broadcasts describing the defense 
training program of the University 
of Texas were effective in recruiting 
students. Inquiries made of those 
actually registered for the courses 
revealed the following facts: (1) 
Nearly half had heard one or more 
of the broadcasts, (2) three-fourths 
of these had tuned in by accident, 
(3) one-quarter of the listeners 


Reports Direct From The 
Local Scene-of-Activity 


took notes during the broadcast, and 
(4) sixty percent of those registered 
who heard the broadcast were there- 
by stimulated to seek additional in- 
formation from the university 

Oo oO 


Syracuse, N. Y.—Syracuse University 
announces that a full-time script as- 
sistant has been employed for the 
Radio Workshop for the first time 
Ruth Ward, who assisted the Work- 
shop's director, Dr. Kenneth G 
Bartlett, on a part-time basis last 
year, was chosen for the position 
She will have no teaching duties, but 
will spend all her time working with 
students and with programs as a 
script writer 


0 0 


Tuscaloosa, Ala.——Professor John $ 
Carlile, Director of Radio at the 
University of Alabama and formerly 
chief of production for CBS, is 
starting a course in communications 
technology this semester, believed to 
be the only one of its kind in the 
country. More than $75,000 worth 
of laboratory equipment will be uti- 
lized in this course, which is de- 
signed to meet the need for 12,000 
men with well developed technical 
knowledge of radio The course 
which was devised in cooperation 
with the U. S. Office of Education, 
will be open without charge to thirty 
men. 


Oo Oo 


Ithaca, N. Y..- Michael Hanna, Gen- 
eral Manager of Station WHCLI 
(owned and operated by Cornell 
University), is directing a new 
course in radio at Ithaca College, 
outstanding dramatic and MUSIC 
school In addition to his present 
duties as manager of the Cornell 
University station, Hanna 1s also field 
representative for CBS's Department 
of Education and radio advisor for 
the New York State Council of 
School Superintendents 


Bibliography: 
Radio Broadcasting 


An annotated list of sources of infor 
mation on radio broadcasting for teach- 
ers and students interested in learning 
how to prepare and present classroom 
programs. Includes carefully selected 
books on how radio works, the history 
of radio, and personalities in broadcast- 
ing. 

Published bv the Ofhce of the County 
Sunerintendent of Schools, Los Angeles 
County, August, 1941, 10 cents per 
copy 


“Poetry Laboratory” at Tufts 
To Encourage Writing 
According to an announcement 
by Dr. Harold H. Blanchard, Tufts 
(Medford, Mass.) has 


established a new “poetry labora- 


College 


tory” which will function as an 
auxiliary to regular classroom lec- 
tures and writing courses. Dr. 
Blanchard, Head of the English 
Department at Tufts, at the same 
time announced that John Holmes, 
Assistant Professor and author of 
several books of poetry, will direct 
the laboratory. The plan is an 
effort to maintain interest in 
poetry and to encourage creative 
work among undergraduates. 


The library of recordings available 
for use in the classroom includes 
a collection of records by poets of 
their own verses. In using these 
recordings, mimeographed _ texts 
will be supplied, making it possible 
for the students to follow the 
poems as spoken, not the poems as 
they may appear in the _ book. 
Commenting on this procedure, 
Professor Holmes explained that 
the purpose is not entertainment 
and that it has been found that 
better results can be obtained if 
students follow with the eye what 
they are hearing. 


To teach the principles of poetry, 
commercially made recordings will 
be used in groups to illustrate im- 
agery, pattern, refrain and tone. 
The work of contemporary poets, 
many of whom have appeared be 
fore classes at Tufts in past years 

including Frost, Cummings, 
Ehot, de la Mare, Cofhn and Jet- 
fers, will be heard as well as 
studied. 


The recordings as well as copies of 
tne department text, are available 
in any classroom. One unique 
use of the facilities will be made 
in the advanced class of poetry 
writing, where students will make 
recordings of their own original 
writings and play them back for 
critical revision by both the author 
and his fellow-poets. 
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HICAGO 


TABLI Discussions 0 
current social, nomic and political 
programs 
Eastern Central 
2:30 p.m. 1:30 p.m. 
New York PHt 
John Barbirolh, « 
October 12 
Eastern 
3:00 p.m 


BEHIN Ir] 


Pacific 
11:30 a.m. 
CBS 

Begins 


Mountain 

12:30 p.m. 

HARMONI 
lucting 


Mountain Pacific 
1:00 p.m. 12:00 noon 


Mikt, NBC-Blue Be 


| interviews 


r cenes if racic 


Central 
2:00 p.m. 


with interesting ] nalities 


Mountain Pacific 

2:30 p.m. 1:30 p.m. 
Air, MBS 
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holde rs 


Central 
3:30 p.m. 
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4:30 p.m. 


FORUM 
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Pacific 
5:00 p.m. 


Mountain 
6:09 p.m. 


CBS 
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Central 
7:00 p.m 
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Monday - Frid 


N BC B 


Bu 


Mountain 


7:00 p.m 


Cenira 


15 p.m 


Mondays 


H 


Pacific 
7:30 p.m 
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Schedule 


Tuesdays 
MEN AND Books, C"S—Reviews 
of books and interviews with authors 
by John T. Frederick, Northwestern 
University 


Eastern Central 
3:00 p.m. 2:00 p.m. 


OF 
Mountain Pacific 
* . 


CBS 


scientists, 


Inter 
and 


TRANSITION 
artists, 


AMERICA IN 
views with 
technologists 
Central 
2:45 p.:n. 
WitH Bos EpGcr, CBS 
Talks and interviews on outdoor life 
Eastern Central Mountain Pacific 
6:30 p.m. 5:30 p.m. ° . 
NBC SymMpepHONY CONCERTS,NBC-Blue 
(Formerly Saturdays) 
World will par 


Eastern 
3:45 p.m. 


GC) 


Mountain Pacific 
* > 


TDOOR 


heard on 


famous conductors 
Pacific 
6:30 p.m. 


Mountain 
7:30 p.m. 


Centra! 
8:30 p.m. 


Wednesdays 
NBC-Blue 


reviews 


Mar 


current 


LITERATURE 
jOrle Hurtubise 
hooks, incorporating 
sketches 
Eastern 

11:45 a.m. 


TYING 


dtamatic 


Pacific 
2:30 p.m. 


CBS 
field of 


Central 
10:45 a.m. 
CHILDREN ALSO ARE PEOPLI 

Talks by special sts in the 
child 


Eastern 
3:45 p.m 


Mountain 
3:30 p.m. 


ruidance 


Central 


Mountain 
2:45 p.m. ° 


Pacific 
. 

Thursdays 

SCIENCE, CBS—Wat 

Director otf Science Ser- 

the latest 


VENTI 
Davis, 


RES IN 


vice, reports or news 1n 
he science field 
Eastern Central 
3:45 p.m. 2:45 p.:n. 


Mountain Pacific 
* . 
NBC-Blu¢ 

Denny 


Mountain Pacific 
11:00 p.m. 10:00 p.m. 


Town MEETING 
Cor ducte d by 
Eastern Central 
9:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m. 
Fridays 
APPRECIATION 
li Conducted by Dr 
A al d B One week 
next (Teacher 
available. ) 
Mountain Pacific 
1:00 p.m. 12:00 noon 11:00 a.m. 
ro HEALTH, CBS— Medical 
ilks for the layman, arranged by 
Ne W York Ac ade my ot Me dicine 
Eastern Central Mountain Pacific 
3:00 p.m. 2:00 p.m. : ° 
Rapio M NBC- Blue 
tion, and commentary by Dr 
Caldwell on radio phe nomena 
Eastern Central 


Mountain 
7:15 p.m 6:15 p.m 7:15 p.m. 


AMERICA S§ 


George 


NBC Must 
NBC-B 


Hour 
Dat 


lals 


i i i 1 1 t Mal 
Eastern Central 
2:00 p.m. 

HiGHWays 


Dramatiza 
Orestes 


Pacific 
6:15 p.m. 
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Saturdays 


OUR BARN NBC-Blue Madge 
Tucker presents child actors in 
dramatic programs 
Eastern Central Mountain Pacific 

11:30 a.m. 10:30 a.m. 9:30 a.m. 8:30 a.m. 


NBC-Red Directed 
to consumers as an aid in shopping. 
(In cooperation with the Consumer's 
Council of the | Pe) Department ot 
Agriculture and other groups ) 


CONSUMER TIM! 


Eastern Central Mountain Pacific 
12:15 pam. 11:15 a.m. 10:15 a.m. 9:15 a.m. 
Lets PRETEND CBS Dramatic 

adaptations ot lary tales and 
original fantasies by Nila Mack 

Eastern Central Mountain Pacific 
1:00 p.m. 12:00 noon 11:00 a.m. 10:00 a.m. 
CALLING Pan America, CBS— Musi 

cal program to be broadcast from a 


different Latin American capital each 

week 

Eastern Central Mountain Pacific 
6:00 p.m. 5:00 p.m. 4:00 p.m. 3:00 p.m. 
PEOPLE'S PLATFORM, CBS—Round 

table discussion by authorities and 


laymer Lyman Bryson, chairman 
Eastern Central Mountain Pacific 
7:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m. 5:00 p.m. 4:00 p.m. 
DEFENSE FOR AMERICA, NBC-Red 
Weekly reports covering phases of 
defense production from industrial 
plat ts. (In cooperatior with the Na 
tional Association — of Manutac 
turers) 
Eastern Central Mountain Pacific 
7:00 p.m. 6:00 p.m. 5:00 p.m. 4:00 p.m. 


NBC- Blue A 
of the Westerr 


HEMISPHERE REVIEW 
kaleidoscopi picture 


Hemisphere ll music, ony and 

story 

Eastern Central Mountain Pacific 
10:00 p.m. 9:00 p.m. 8:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. 








‘*American School of the Air” 


School of the Air of the Americas 





Columbia Broadcasting System broad 
casts Bi ter led te if List 1! the classroon ne) 
4 t the Al it TIC as Tir s ot broadcasts 
Eastern Time Zone—9:15-9:45 A.M 
Central Time Zone 2230-2355 P.M 
Mountatr Time Zone-—9:30-10:00 
P.M 
Pacit Time Zone | 1) P.M 
T! l , y id ti 
l Ui t D t y ty auca 
d he CBS st 
t nmu | cluded tn 
’ t lyi¢ 1 dd 
D icd 4 a ( lu Sa 
tn #1 Leh iph 
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Mondays 
Americans at Work itizes the 
obs and activities 11 people of 
the W este He phere ear©rt thelr 
livelihoods: emy sis will be given the 
vorkers t selve (Grades 8-12) 
Octohe Sailor 
Octone 7 Air € 
N « hy S lhe 
\ ' ' 





Tuesdays 


the 


SOC jalogic al 


Music of Americas— will | stress 
the use of music in both 
North and South America, and try to 
some of the musical differences 
similarities between the two; op 
will be given for participa- 
tion in singing. ( Grades 6-12) 
October 21—- Music of the Mountain- 
eers 
October 28 
November 4 
November 11 
Sailors 


show 
and 
portunity 


Plains 
Ground 
and 


Music of the 
Music | 
The 


nder 
Rivermen 


Wednesdays 


Horizons 
heroes who led 
W orld discovery 
signed primarily to aid in teaching geo 
graphy, history, and natural 
(Grades 5-9.) 
October Land ol 
Empires 
October 29 
Matt 
November ) 
History 
November LZ 


caneers 


New to life the 
New 


freedom de 


brings 
the 
and 


march for 


science 


the Golden 


Lands of the Spanish 


Island ot Romantic 


Stronghold of the Buc- 


Thursdays 
and Near—will in 
fiction for children 


Americas about 


New World 


Far 
outstanding 
by authors of 
people and places of the 
(Grades 5-9) 
October 23 ‘The 
Ann Weil 
October ) The Boat 
( lara Ing an Judsor 
Ni vember 6 Bat” by 
Meader 
November 13 ‘The Gaucho’s Daugl 
ter’ by Katherine G. Pollock 


Tales from 
cl ide 


Various 


Silver Fawn” by 


Builde I ™ By 


St phe 


Fridays 


This Living World will pose and 
discuss some of the important present 
day proble s that students, as citizen 
throughout the Americas, must fact 
today (Grades 8-12) 
Octohe 4 [ unit tor Jobs 
Octe t l Food for D. OC i 
Nove ber 7 Healt! 
November 14—-Housi Defens 
Two Questions 
What ! ims do you think = she 
be listed the Netwo K Put ic Ser 
P i Schedule on these pages 
Shou 1 the ubject heid be listed tor 
eact 1 i in ¢t s schedule? Just 
What 1s ur Opinion « this? 
Phe se S¢ d y< Sugvesti¢ Sa d 
ts these two 1 portant quest 

lirect 

Lu 4 Hosk 

Radio Department 

New York | ersit 

h York 





Educators Praise CBS’ 
“School of the Air”’ 


On Oct. 6 the “American School of 
the Air” began its twelfth season as a 
coast-to-coast series of daily programs 
designed specifically for use in the 
classroom. Herewith are presented a 
few comments on their unusual pro- 


Yrams: 


“*The American School of the Air’ 1s 
helping American Education in or 
ganizing an outstanding manual. The 
Columbia Broadcasting System makes 
an effort to find out what the schools 
need. They present their material in 
a manner which appeals to young 
people. They publicize their offerings 
through an excellent teacher guide 
Moreover, the programs are presented 
as scheduled so that teachers may be 
assured of receiving the materials over 
the air at the time they had made 
their plans for classroom listening. It 
is the hope that some means of supply- 
ing schools with permanent recordings 
ot the best ot these programs may be 
found.” 

Audio-Visual 
Long Beach, 


Evetyn Davis 
Education, 
California 


“IT have followed with keen interest 
that fine project of CBS——*The Ameri- 
can School of the Air,” and the rapid 
development of this idea 

“The latest Bulletin outlining the 
amazing breadth of topics now covered 
and the hemispheric scope of this ser- 
vice which the high-powered 
short-wave transmitters now make pos- 
sible is a wonderment As 
one who, from the beginning of broad 
casting, 


new 
source of 
believed in its 


potentialities as an educational medium, 
these newest 


has ardently 
disclosures are 
deepest satisfaction 

“When upon the 
earth | prophesy that this fine example 


source ot 


Peace again rests 


of Columbia Broadcasting System will 
be followed and extended to all civil 
zed = nations No influence more 


yotent for the perpetuation of a stable 
through international 
education, and 


under 


tanding culture, car 


if 
peace, 
be imagined a 

Dr. Lee pe Forest, Consultant, 


“American School of the Air” 


No. better means 
, 


exists {tor I roviding 
hools 


timely, and 

about current 
world develonments and industrial and 
economic affairs In the field of Inter 
Americat relations, “School ot the 
Air” provides a_ splendid 


buildis and 


with 


significant 


SC up-to date, 
information 


means ot 


rood will understanding 


The programs are authoritative and a 
curate as well as being interesting t 
} j ] } 
DOYS ing girls They Warrant our 
fullest cor fidence f 

WILLIAM B. Brown, Director 


IA 
of Curriculum 


Board of Ed 
ition, Lo At gels : Cah 





in review.... 


The School Radio-Sound System by R. R. Lowder- 
milk (Federal Radio Education Committee, 1941) 


Not long ago, a very bright eyed, earnest young man 
came to see us in our office. He was from one of 
Chicago’s largest high schools—a junior, I believe. 
If ever I saw a high-pressure salesman, this chap came 
under that much maligned appellation! He exuded 
personality all over the place. 


Lest I be accused of belittling his approach, may I 
state that he made a fine impression on me. But of 
course you want to know (if you're still reading) 
what he wanted to sell. Well, nothing actually. He 
just had an idea. To be exact he was bubbling over 
with it. He said (how little that word “said” de- 
scribes what his personality made of the statement) 
that he thought his school should have a central sound 
system and that he proposed to get it for the school! 
If that statement leaves you cold, if it doesn’t force 
upon your mind the enormity of his undertaking; if 
you do not appreciate his vision, you need to read a 
little pamphlet recently published by the Federal 
Radio Education Committee. The title of this 
pamphlet is The School Radio-Sound System. 


This brochure was written by R. R. Lowdermilk, a 
member of the Evaluation of School Broadcasts proj- 
ect, under the sponsorship of Ohio State University. 
Evidently much painstaking research has gone into 
the preparation of this treatise. It is complete. It is 
authoritative. It answers questions that will arise in 
your mind if you have ever contemplated the pur- 
chase and possible uses of a central program-distribu 
tion system; a name which most accurately describes 
i unit variously called by various people. 


Whether you are just thinking of buying such a set 
for your school or are already the proud possessor of 
a central program-distribution system, Dr. Lowder- 
milk’s thorough analysis is for you. You might, for 
instance, be wavering between such a complete system 
r the advantages of individual radios for the class 
rooms. You will receive help in either case. Or 
suppose you already own a central sound system. 
Perhaps you think it 1s a white elephant on your 
hands. It hasnt but one or two minor uses as 
uu can see. There—I dislike saying 1t—you cer 
tainly are wrong. Mr. Lowdermilk proves it by out 
lining at least five major uses of your “white 


To anyone interested in using Radio 1n the classroom 
his pamphlet will afford many new ideas of the ad 
vantages you have at your fingertips if your school 
wns a good central program distribution system. It 
is quite frank in spots concerning the misuses often 
ndulged in by school administrators. But then you 
vhen you know you are getting valu 


(Continued on page 7) 











Prog ram ‘Directo! 


From a large assortment of scripts 
submitted by professional and ama- 
teur writers from all parts of the 
United States, we have selected a 
limited number of the finest quality. 
These are ready for release to high 
school, college and university, and 
local radio groups, and may be pro- 


duced for very reasonable royalties. 
Write for our free catalogue 


Radio Soript Sewice 


Box 349, Santa Fe, New Mexico 














PLANOGRAPH 


QUALITY WORK 
QUALITY SERVICE 


Millar Publishing Co. 


938 S. Wells St. 
Chicago, Illinois 
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a traveler's notes... 


Harold W. Kent, author of these notes, is traveling 
as Captain Harold W. Kent, GSC for the Radio 


Branch of the Bureau of Public Relations, War 
Department 


San Francisco—The new FM station is actually oper- 
ating and that despite the fact that it is set down in 
the bottom of the great geographical bowl that is San 
Francisco. Broadcasting was inaugurated at the open- 
ing of the Public Schools there, wth the Teachers’ 
Institute on September 2nd. This area is a beehive 
of activity, what with Mills College carrying courses 
in radio and Donald Cherry working out a very suc- 
cessful transcription program in Redwood City a few 
miles to the south. 


Rocky Mountain National Park Raymond Gregg of 
the National Park Service has been broadcasting for 
years out of Rocky Mountain National Park using a 
group of children as they gather informally to par 
ticipate in an entirely ad lib program called “Nature 
Trails.” The final one of the season was presented 
the last Saturday in August and it gives rise to the 
wish that something might be done to broaden the 
scope of the idea. One thing that could be done 
would be to send Gregg to each one of the parks in 
turn to do a network broadcast fror: each. This has 
great possibilities as a classroom program 


Also Rocky Mountain National Park—Siegtried 
Wagner, the Chicago Daily Times Listening Post man 
is perched up in a little cabin high up in the Park 
where he monitors an amazing amount of propaganda 
programs, particularly broadcasts {rom Russia and 
Germany. It is his forte and a most happy one . 
and he then goes on to interpret the trends in propa 
ganda—which makes very interesting reading. He 
likes the country so well that he and his wife—the 
former Winnie Sparks—have built a log ranch house 
down below his monitoring shack. His services would 
be valuable to the State Department 


LaFayette, Indiana~-The National Association of 
Educational Broadcasters met in LaFayette on Septem 
ber 5th and 6th in the most beautiful college studios 
in America. In fact, it would be a rare commercial 
station that could surpass the setup of Station 
WBAA, owned and operated by Purdue University 
The hosting was ably handled by Gil Williams, and 
the features of the convention undoubtedly was a 
tilt between Harold McCarty of WHA? and Pres 
dent Elliott of Purdue. Prexey stated that college 
stations were nowhere doing an adequate job, espect 
ally his own. McCarty rose to the lure and the fight 
was on! However, it should be remarked in passing 
that at the general faculty meeting which Elliott ad 
dressed that afternoon, he requested an “all-out” co 


operation with his school’s Station WBAA 


+ Owned by State of Wisconsin and 


operated by the University of 
Wisconsir 


Washington, D. C. or the “District” as the people 
hereabouts call it, is having its radio difficulties since 
the United States Government really runs the place 

and educational appropriations are not as closely re- 
lated to the needs of the city as they might be else- 
where. However, Hugh Stewart Smith, a Junior 
High School principal here, has organized a_ school 
cooperative group to do something on the side and 
Coyle of the Washington Star and a local station are 
going in on it to develop a series of Latin American 
programs. The interesting angle to me is the fact 
that the Superintendent plans to have every Junior 
High School schedule set aside the same quarter hour 
and have every student in every grade listen. This 
is an “invasion” of the school that many enthusiasts 
have advocated at this level but have generally never 
seen. Scripts and talent are all to be supplied by the 


children 


In Review... 
(Continued from page 6) 

able, authentic advice and information. We recom 
mend its reading. 

I dont know if the young go-getter has made any 
progress in obtaining a central program-distribution 
system or not—but I will venture to say that if he 
reads Dr. Lowdermilk’s brochure on the subject he 
will have a better idea of the problems he is facing 
and some excellent advice on what to do about them. 


O. J.N. 











EDUCATIONAL FEATURES 


@ for universities and colleges 
@ for junior and senior high schools 


@ for elementary schools 


Mechanically perfect transcriptions, prepared 
by professional talent, under the supervision 
of modern educators and in direct answer to 
school requirements 


The expressed thoughts and ideas of today's 
eminent leaders as well as artistic drama- 
tizations and unusual educational features 


J 
BELL & HOWELL CO. 
Exclusive Distributors 


or 


Address All Inquiries To 


INCORPORATED 








737 NORTH MICHIGAN AVENUE-CHICAGO 








Charter Members of the AER 


William D. Boutwell, U. S 
Education, Wash., D. C 

Elizabeth Goudy, Los Angeles County 
Schools, Los Angeles, Calif 


Office of 


John M. Begg, Division of Cultural 
Relations, Department ot State, 
Wash., D. C 

Burton Paulu, University of Minne 


sota, Minneapolis, Minn 
Ralph W. Steetle, Louisiana State Uni 
versity, Baton Rouge, La 


Erik Barnouw, Columbia 


| niversity, 


New York, N. Y 

Alfred J Bonomo, Station WWL, 
New Orleans, La 

Helen Connon, Arequipa Santorium, 


Manor, Calif 


Juliet Forbes, Radio Council, Chicago, 
Ill 
George Jennings, Radio Council, Chi 


cago, Ill 


Waldo Abbot, | of Michigar 


niversity 


Ann Arbor, Mich 
Robert B. Hudson, Rocky Mountai 
Radio Council, Denv Cok 


eT, 

Leona East, Dept. of Public Health, 
Springfield, III 

John Groller, Statior 
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W GBI, Scranton, 


Edmund Cortez, University of New 
Hampshire, Durham, N. H 
E. W. Ziebarth, University of Minne 


sota, Minneapolis, Minn 


Cobbyde Stivers, Waco Public Schools, 
W aco, Tex 
Emory G. Horger, Texas State College 
for Women, Der ton, Tex 
Norman Alexandrotf, Columbia Col 
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Philip Cohen, Radio Division, Library 


of Congress, Wash., D. C. 

Belmont Farley, National 
Association, Wash., D. C. 

N. Evelyn Davis, Public Schools, Long 
Beach, Calif 

Fred J Parrott, Radio Workshop, St 
Lawrence Univ.. Canton, N. Y 

Carl H. Menzer, Station WSUI, Uni- 
versity of Iowa, Iowa City, Ia 

Belle Le Chair, Speech Dept., College 
ot Education, Great Falls, Mont 

Gertie L. Hanson, Radio Division, 
Central State Teachers College, 
Stevens Point, Wis 

Michael R. Hanna, Station 
Cornell Univ., Ithaca, N. Y 

John C. Crabbe, College of the Pacific, 
Stockton, Calif 

Edward Truman, lowa_ Broadcasting 
Company, Des Moines, la 

Harold S. Hedman, Public 


Education 


WHCU, 


Schools, 


Fergus Falls, Minn 
Harold W Kent, Radio’ Branch, 
Bureau of Public Relations, War 


Depart., Wash., x € 

Lou Cowan, “Quiz Kids,” Chicago, Ill 

John W. Brandstetter, Public Schools, 
Houston, Tex 

Olla G. Rickett, Lynch 
School, Amsterdam, N Y 

Walter W. Whittinghill, Dept. of 
Visual and Radio Education, Public 
Schools, Detroit, Mich 
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Members of 


(Because of the limited space 
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the AER could be included in this 
issue. Others will be listed in Nor 
issue.) 


Educational Broadcasters 
Welcome AER 


At the annual convention of the Na 


tional Association of Educational 
Bri adc asters, held at Purdue Univer 
sity « Sept. 6, a resolution was 
unanimously adopted welcoming the 
Association for Education by Radio as 
“an ally in the common cause of edu 
cati il broadcasting.” Host of this 
years n eeting was Gilbert D Willian s, 


n WBAA, which is 
1 by Purdue. The 





Special AER-NEA Broadcast 
Over CBS Saturday, Nov. 15 
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Education By Radio 
Grows Up! 


(Continued from page 1) 


eight year olds and that only an edu- 
cator could really do an educational 


job on the air waves. Oh, yes, we 
were very sure of ourselves, but our 
constant squabbling and our thin- 


skinned sensitivity revealed only too 
well the uncertainty and lack of con- 
fidence beneath 


But of late we have begun to achieve 
the tolerance and humility of maturity 
We are sure, now, of the fundamental 
importance of radio education, and we 
have confidence in what we have pain- 


fully and slowly learned about it 
during the years of its immaturity 
Our whole future is no longer threat- 
ened when one of our ideas 1s ques 


tioned. So we can get together, now, 
we educators and broadcasters, and 
learn from each other. We can parade 
out pet ideas, our prided programs, our 
carefully worked-out and 
welcome the reactions of those with no 


schemes, 


vested interests to defend We can 
do this because we know that radio 
education is no longer on trial; only 


the ways and means are being tested, 
and they can be improved only through 
ruthless criticism 


It seems fair to assume that the 
JOURNAL OF THE AER is to be the 
journal of an adult profession As 
such, it can perform one of its greatest 
services by exercising the critical func- 
tion Regular departments must be 
established for the review of new books 
and articles dealing with the whole 
field of radio education But this 1s 
not enought. There must be not only 
criticism of the materials about radio, 
there must also be critical reactions to 


radio programs and recordings them 

selves. Only through criticism can im 

provement be made 

The value of these departments of 

criticism is not to the authors and pro 
alone Teachers and broad 
alike will become acquainted 





i new books, articles, recordings 
and radio programs. If the critics whe 
write these columns reveal marked com 
petence and ability in their evaluations, 


have 


ve shal our own insights 
deenened and our horizons enlarged 
To suck a task this journal must de 
vote tse 








Calendar of Radio Education 
Meetings 

Radi and Visual Conference 

Atlanta, George Nov. 13-16 

Radio Sectior 

Texas State Teachers Associatior 

Houston, Texas Nov. 20-23 

School Broadcast Conference 
sm Mace De 














Headquarters for Fifth Annual Meeting 
School Broadcast Conference 
December 3rd, 4th, 5th, 1941 


ORDER YOUR RESERVATIONS NOW 
1000 rooms from $2.50 











